
The exquisite detail of birds and 
their plumage not only sparked 
Ben Johnson to start painting 

them more, but it also led him to 
abandoning his once minimal painting 
style in favor of one that better captures 
the particulars of these creatures.

“I had a wonderful experience a few 
years ago with a good friend who took 
me birding, and it was the first time I had 
actually gone out with the intention of 
identifying different birds,” says Johnson. 
“I just loved it and while I had painted 
birds prior to that point, they were mainly 
from imagination and memory. But 
that experience got me interested in the 
identification of specific birds and refining 
my work to match this.”

As an artist, it’s not just the color and 
look of the different birds that appeal to 
Johnson.  He is also in awe of flight and 

the visual and spiritual history that goes 
along with this motion that birds appear 
to do so effortlessly.

“There is something about the ability 
to fly, something that speaks to my spiritual 
yearnings and spiritual life,” says Johnson. 
“Flight is the unattainable and there is 
something about watching another creature 
fly that is awe-inspiring, and it does seem to 
speak spiritually to me. The moment you 
look in the sky and see, say, a Red-tailed 
Hawk circling above, it literally lifts your 
feet off the ground for a moment. And 
there is such a mystery there as well.”

For Johnson, his work has always 
been about the natural world, be it a bird 
in flight or a place in the landscape of 
special significance. Johnson is drawn to 
this subject matter because of the mystery 
he finds in them and because he has yet to 
completely express his fascination with it.  

His landscape paintings focus on the island 
of Martha’s Vineyard.

“Like the birds, there is a certain mystery 
to that island,” says Johnson. “It seems like 
there is magic in the rocks on Martha’s 
Vineyard. There is something about the 
stones and the rocks that I find interesting. 
Most of my recent landscapes focused on 
large boulders that fall on the beach, like 
you see in the painting Constellation Beach.  
It’s not the actual name of the spot, but 
what I refer to it as.”

Besides the spiritual element to the 
land around Martha’s Vineyard, Johnson 
finds several technical aspects of the area 
that attract him as well.

“I’m looking for an idea of spaciousness 
and big skies,” says Johnson. “The 
landscapes come from a personal love and 
experience within that spot, but I also look 
for compositional concerns.”
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Clay Cliffs, oil on panel, 18 x 36"
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 Kingfisher, oil on panel, 11 x 14"

The Collector Says . . .
“One Ben Johnson piece we have reminds me of a place from my childhood. And  

anyone who comes in my home looks at it and says it reminds them of a place  

they’ve been as well. I finally asked Ben where it’s from and he said it’s from his mind.  

I think that’s incredible. The second piece we have is of the ocean and it’s of a place  

I always want to be able to remember.”
— Diane Watts, Vineyard Haven, MA



The Gallery Says . . .
“Ben’s work is rooted in the representational genre yet has a modernist sensibility. His paintings 

exhibit both his exceptional skill and a deep love of his subject matter which is one of the reasons 

why his paintings have such a wide appeal.”
— Chris Morse, Owner, The Field Gallery and The Granary Gallery

Constellation Beach, oil on panel, 8 x 20"

Tern (number two), oil on panel, 11 x 14" Windows and Shadows, oil on panel, 8 x 12"
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Johnson wants collectors to find a sense 
of quiet in his work that comes from his 
love of the natural world and his desire 
to create paintings that serve as a bridge 
for collectors into the natural world. 
      “My wife refers to the paintings as 
offering up room to breathe,” says Johnson. 
“I want the paintings to act as a connection 
to the spiritual that I see in the natural 
world all around us constantly. I love for 
the paintings to also be appreciated for 
their attention to detail, to how much 
room they offer the viewer to inhabit the 
paintings themselves.  There is detail in the 
painting, but they are still open-ended so 
collectors can enter into them and have a 
personal experience with the painting.”   

For  a  d i re c t  l ink  t o  th e
e xh ib i t ing  ga l l e r y  g o  t o

www.amer i c ana r t co l l e c to r. com

Price Range Indicator
Our at-a-glance Price Range Indicator 
shows what you can expect to pay for 
this artist’s work.

	 Small	 Medium	 Large
2008	 $950	 $2,500	 $4,500	

Talisman, oil on panel, 18 x 36"

Snow Bunting, oil on panel, 10 x 10"


